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Itis with much pleasure that we comply with the request 
of our Massachusetts correspondent, by inserting the excellent 
Address of the Rev. Dr. Dana. Such is the merit which it 
possesses, that its circulation ought not to be confined to nar- 
row limits. 

It is a most encouraging circumstance, that men eminent 
for their talents, learning, and piety, in various parts of our 
country, are taking such a lively interest in Sabbath Schools 
—are e ndeavouring by their personal efforts to er theu 
universal establishment. The day is very near, we believe 
when that minister of the gospel will be considered grossly 
deficient in his duty, who does not pay particular attention to 
the religious instruction of the rising generation—who does 
not manifest a very tender solicitude for the spiritual welfare 
of the lambs of his flock. 


An Address, delivered August 16, 1818, at a public mecting of 
the Sabbath Schools under the patronage of the Newburyport 
Sabbath School and Tract Society. By Daniel Dana, D. D. 
Pastor of a Church in Newburyport. Published by request 
of the Trustees and Instructors. 


At a period like the present, when a new impulse seem: 
imparted to the human mind, and unexampled exertions are 
made to improve the condition of society, it is not strange that 
attention 1s powerfully attracted to the young. ‘They are the 
rising hope of the church au lworld. Jnde ay they are the 
materials of which beth the church and world will soon be 
composed. Jn afew years at most, all who now occupy the 
busy, or the public scenes aye life, will quit the stage for ever. 
Behold then, my hearers, in the infant group asse mb: d before 
you, those by whom your places will soon % filled ; by whom 
the cause of God and man will soon be supported, or trample “dd 
upon ; and all that is precious to human beings, be preserved 

wr lost. 
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This is not all. The moments allotted to these young im- 
mortals, these future men and women, are rapidly fle euing 
nway, and will soon be gone for ever. But not so the senti- 
ments they now imbibe. Not so the 1 Impre ssions they receive, 
nor the habits the ‘y form. ‘These remain. They remain to 
stamp their character and their fate for eternity. They will 
stamp for eternity the character and fate of thousands and of 
millions yet unborn. 

It was remarked by Pericles, when a multitude of Athenian 
young men perished in b attr that it was like the loss of spring 
to the year. This just and beautiful re mark admits an casy 
accommodation. If from infancy and youth, you withhold 
the hand of culture; if you do not prepare the ground, and 
sow the seed, and cherish its growth, you strike out the spring 
from human life. Nothing remeins to the future year, but 
harrenness, or what is worse-—a profusion of useless and 
noxious weeds. 

Rut I shall no HL occupy the time of my audience with gene- 
ral remarks on the importance of education. The subject 
has long since been amply discussed and illustrated. On 
this point, all are professedly of ene mind. The occasion on 
which we are assembled, confines me to a particular branch 
of early education—the instruction of the young mind into the 
truths and principles of religion. On this topic, there pre- 
vails, perhaps, more difference of opinion; and certainly 
more defect in practice. 

One objection—for it has actually been made—to carly in- 
struction in the princh sles of religion, I shall briefly notice. 
* Such instruction,’ it is alleged, ‘ tends unduly to bias, and to 
preoccupy the youthful mind ; whereas in religion, the mind 
should be left wholly unbiassed and unoccupicd, until, in the 
full vigour and maturity of its powers, it can deliberately form 
its own opinions.’ 

It is readily admitted, in reply, that to store the young mind 
with the mere peculiarities of a party ; to require its implicit 
assent to the dogmas of a human system, equally doubtful, 
perhaps, in their evidence, and their importance, is indefen- 
sible and absurd. But is there no — in the case ? Shall 
no truths be taught our children, but those whose evidence 
they can comp Jetely comprehend? Try this question, as it 
respects morals. Few subjects have more perplexed and 
divided writers on ethics than the very foundation of the right 
of property. Shall our children, then, be permitted to regard 
all things as common, and to become little pilferers, ull they 
shall have decided a question which has satel philosophers ? 

] might instance further, in a point which lies at the root 
of all morality ; ; I mean the sacredness of truth. Every eth: 
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cal writer of reputation contends that truth is to be sacredly 
regarded. But if you ask why ?—one rej lies, that this ts 
beautiful and lovely in itself; a second, that it is the dictate 
of nature and reason; a third, that i is agreeable to the eter- 
nal fitness of things; a fourth, that it conduces to the good of 
the universe ; while a fifth refers it to the will and command 
of God. Shall we wait ull these verious theories are recon- 
ciled ; or, till our children are capable of judiciously compar- 
ing them all, and selecting the best? Or shall we seize the 
earliest moment to fasten in their minds the love of truth, and 
the detestation of falsehood. 

Possibly it may be objected, that the principles of religion 
are less definite, and with greater difficulty ascertained, than 
those of morality ; and that, of course, arguments drawn from 
the one case, are inap plicable to the other. But let this point 
be well considered. All must adimit that the Bible was de- 
signed by its Author, as a universal guide to mankind, tn mat- 
ters of truth and duty. While the ancient heathen systems, 
as has been well observed, * gave fables to the mob, and 
kept the mysteries for philosop ers,’? Christianity looks with 
equal eye on all characters and descriptions of men. Or 
rather, while it sheds its benignant light on all, it peculiarly 
aims to instruct, to guide and save the humblest and most 
neglected forms of human nature. Thus the Saviour declares, 
that “to the poor the gospel is preached ;’? and “ the things 
which are hidden from the wise and p rude ‘nt, are revealed to 
babes.” Has infinite wisdom and goodness, then, been dis- 
appointed of its object? Are the doctrines contained in the 
Scriptures so abstruse, or so loosely defined, that none but 

matured and vigoreus minds can unde rstand them? You 
know, my hearers, that the Bible, if it contained a system like 
this, would be, to the great mass of mankind, a useless book. 
But you cannot, for a moment, suspect it. ‘The path to hea- 
ven is, in fact, so plain, that the way-faring man, though a 
fool, needs not miss it. And it may be asserted with confi- 
dence, that the doctrines of Scripture are, generally speaking, 
plain, in proportion to their pe ser Those truths most 
essentially connected with the glory of God, and the salvation 
of man. with the sanctification of the heart, and the govern 
ment of the life, are f und on the very surface of the Bible. 
Thev may be perce bie d, and competently understood, not 
only by vigorous and enlarged — but by minds ¢ ccmpara- 
tively feeble and uncultivated ; by youthful minds, aud by 
infant minds. 

To expose the fallacy of that system which would preserve 
the mind vacant and unimpre -ssed on the subject of religion, 
till the years of maturity, need I say, that thousands and mil 
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lions of the human family are called from the stage in infancy, 
and early youth? And, dying in the condition supposed, are 
they prep: ared to mect their Judge, and inherit the holy joys 
of heaven? Grant that you have saved them from the dread- 

ed evils of pre judice, of prepossession, of superstition ; have 

you not, at the same time, excluded from their opening minds 
the light of life? Have you not kept them in ignorance of 
God, of themselves, of the Saviour ! ’ Have you not withheld 
‘rom them those precious truths which might have sanctified 
and saved them for ever ? 

Further ; that unoccupied, unbiassed state of mind for which 
some contend, were it safe, were it even desirable, is not pos- 
sible. The soil which, more than all others, is prolific of 
prejudice, and of sentiments the most false and dangerous, is 
rgnorance. Doubt it not, parents, that while you neglect to 
sow the seeds of heavenly truth in the immortal minds around 
you, a harvest of destructive error is luxuriantly springing 
up. From a thousand sources, your children are constantly 
receiving impressicns hostile to truth and virtue; to their 
present peace, and their future happiness. Is it possible that 
you can stand by indifferent, and not lift‘a hand to arrest these 
tremendous evils? Those, too, among my hearers, who are 
prone to Start at the bare thought of religious prejudices, are 
requested to consider whether there are not prejudices of a 
different kind, equally common, and incomparably more dan- 
gerous. Surely, if religious prejudices have slain their thou- 
sands. the prejudices of irreligion. of infidelity, of licentious- 
ness, have slain their ten thousands. 

In fine ; let me, on this subject, oppose to the boasted wis- 
dom of man, the wisdom of Heaven. That Berne who formed 
the human mind, and who perfectly knows its strength and its 
weakness, has nowhere intimated in his word, that religious 
instruction may be deferred to the age of maturity. Far from 
it, he solemnly enjoins it on parents to “ bring up their chil- 
dren i in the nurture and admomtion of the Lord.” These 
terms if they do not principally intend instruction in the prin- 
ciples of the gospel, most certainly anclude it. It was the 
honour and happiness of Timothy, that * from a child he had 
known the holy Scriptures.” No doubt, before he could read. 
he received their sacred doctrines, pure from the lips oi ma- 
ternal piety. Nor do we learn that these infant instructions 
rendered him, in future years, either a bigot, or an enthusiast. 
The wise and Jieaven- taught Solomon enjoins on parents 2 
similar duty. “ Train up a child in the way he should go, 
or as it might be rendered, at the entrance, or from the very 
beginning of his way; “ and when he is old, he will not de 
part from it.’’ To the modern philosopher, who would ex 
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plode early religious instruction, as a piece of superstition ; 
to the parent, anxious to store the infant mind with every thing 
but the truths of the Bible, we may appeal, and ask: Art thou 
wiser than Solomon ? 

But hear the great Jenovan. In what picturesque and 
touching language does he address his ancient people ! * These 
words which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart ; 
and thou shalt teach them diligently to thy chil Iren ; and shi ult 
talk of them, when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up.” This affec ting injunction is soon after reiterated, 
almost in the same words.—The point then is settled. I ad- 
dress an assembly of Christians ; of professed believers in 
the truth and authority of the Bible ; and after this, I should 
think it scarcely decent to labour the proof of the obligation 
and importance of early religious instruction. 

Suffer me, however, to invite you to a very brief and curso- 

> view of the advantages W hich attend such instruction. 

Its intellectual benefits are by no means inconsiderable. If 
we admit, for a moment, what none but an infidel will deny, 
ihat religion, even considered as a science, is infinitely more 
important than all other sciences, what follows ? It follows that 
religious instruction 18, in itself, an object of primary import- 
ance; and religious ignorance, of all kinds of ignorance the 
most deplorable. Wrecthed is the case, when a rational, ac- 
countable being knows more of every thing else, than of what 
it most concerns him to know. But religious knowledge, so 
important in itself, is auxiliary to intellectual improvement 
at large. Presenting to the mind truths and objects the most 
grand and interesting. it irresistibly rouses it from its torpor ; if 
puts all its faculties in requisition, and furnishes exhaustless 
matter for its contemplations. What is the Bible, but a vast 
store-house of all that is sublime and profound in thought ; 
all that is simply grand, and exquisitely pathetic in e xpres- 
sion ; all that is picturesque in description, and all that is 
magnificent in imagery? Familiarity with this sacred book 
is pre- -eminently cale ulated to refine, to exalt, to e xpand and 
invigorate the youthful mind, and thus to facilitate its access 
to every branch of useful knowledge. 

The religious instruction of children and youth is likewise 
a powerful restraint on their depravity. It may not be ef- 
fectual to implant the principles of holiness; but it may 

check the rank luxuriance of vice. It may not dry up the 
fountain of iniquity, but it may arrest many a stream which 
would otherwise spread poison and death through the com- 
munity. It may not form the citizen of Zion; but it may 
form the useful member of civil society. Let not these ef 
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fects be undervalued. They are vastly important. Remove 
all the restraints which a sense of God, of religion, and a fu- 
ture judgment, imposes on the unconverted ; and you unhinge 
human society. You open the floodgates of licentiousness 
and vice. You convert mankind into demons incarnate, and 
this world into an awful resemblance of the regions below. 
In the mean time, these restraints, so important to the com- 
munity, are inexpressibly important to the individual, 
Through their instrumentality, the authority of conscience is 
in some degree maintained; some tender sensibilities are 
cherished ; the heart is preserved from utter hardness ; and 
those vices are shunned which so often grieve the Spirit of 
God, and banish him for ever. 

But we are permitted to say further; that early religious 
instruction Is a probable, and a frequent instrument of con- 
version. Daily observation, the history of the church, re- 
peate! declarations of Scripture, all combine with the very 
nature and circumstances of the case, to prove the truth of 
this remark. And shall we not embrace the encouragement 
which emanates from such a variety of sources! To borrow 
the language of a female writer to whom the Christian world 
is deeply indebted—* Shall the early period of youth, the 
soft and impressible season, when lasting habits are formed, 
when the seal cuts deep into the yielding wax, and the im- 
pression is more likely to be clear and strong; shall this 
warm and favourable season be suffered to glide by, without 
being turned to the great purpose for which not only youth, 
but life, and bre»th, and being were bestowed ?———Shall 
we not seize the happy period when the memory is strong, 
the mind and all its powers vigorous and active, the imagina- 
tion busy and alive, the heart ‘flexible, the conscience tender, 
curiosity awake, fear powerful, hope eager, love ardent, for 
inculeating that knowledge, and impressing those princi- 
ples which are to form the character, and fix the destination 
for eternity ? 

Ea. itis readily granted, is the exclusive preroga- 
tive and work of God.’ But in this case, as in others, God 
acts, not by miracles, but by means. And if it would be 
presumption to expect his blessing, while means are neglect- 
ed, it would be tnexcusable unbelief not to expect it, when 

means are fait! fully employed. 

If then it ts important that the opening mind receive the 
best cultivation ; if it is important that immortal bei ‘ings be re- 
strained from sin. and converted to God; if, in short, it is im- 
portant that rligion should not die in our hands; that the 
cause of the Repeemer and his church should live and flou- 
rish, when we shall be gathered to our fathers; then it is im- 
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portant that religious instruction be imparted to the rising 
gencration. 

This being the unquestionable fact, it follows, that every 
design, and every exertion, which is even remotely connect- 
ed with an object of such commanding interest, has its value. 
Especially do those institutions and etiorts which aim directly 
at this grand point, and which comprise peculiar facilities for 
its accomplishment, claim the animated attenuon and patron- 
age of the community. 

In this light I cannot but contemplate the institution of San- 
BATH ScHoots—a species of charity which, though recent in 
its origin, has laid unexampled hold of the public affection 
and confidence ; and which, having already accomplished 
great things, promises to effect, under the divine blessing, an 
incalculable amount of good to mankind. 

This new charity claims for its father, Ronear Raikes, a 
native of Gloucester, in England—a man whose heart, a> it 
has been justly said, was ** one of mercy’s earthly temples,” 
and whose life Was a series of active, indefat's gable | bene fi- 
cence. Pained and shocked at the ignorance and wretched- 
ness of the children in the suburbs of his native city ; and 
particularly, at their gross profanation of the Sabbath, he 
conceived the design of putting them to school on that day. 
ior this purpose, he engaged three or four well-disposed wo- 
men to receive as many of these miserables as he should col- 
lect and send to their care; and teach them to read, and re- 
peat the catechism. The attempt was prospered. A simi- 
lar arrangement soon pervaded the city. Hundreds of chil- 
dren were collected, every Sabbath for instruction ; and the 
eflect was visivle in the improvement of their morals and 
manners. Public attention was increasingly awakened to 
the object; and in the course of a few years, a respectable 
Society was organized in London “ fer the support and en- 
couragement of Sunday Schools” throughout England. This 
Society was instituted in September, 1785 ; and such was its 
effect, that by the close of the year following 250,000 chil- 
dren, in various parts of the kingdom, were recciving the 
benefits of the Sabbath instruction. 

An important improvement soon took place. The j lan of 
engaging hired teachers, which had been first adopted, was 
superseded by the plan of gratuitous iustruction. Nor were 
there wanting, throughout tie kingdom, persons of res; ecta- 
hility, to volunteer in the arduous and delightful service. 

From England, the spirit has been communicated to Wales, 
Scotland, Irciand, and even to the island of Ceylon, in India, 
The cities of Philadelphia and New-York were the first in our 
own country, to catch the hallowed flame; and it Is now 
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spreading, with wonderful rapidity, through every part of the 
United States. 

About a year since, the first movements took place in this 
town. They were cautious and deliberate, yet prompt ; and 
the subsequent operations have been marked with energy, 
persevernce and success. You now behold about erght 
hundred children*, who, with their instructors, present them- 
selves in the temple of the Almighty, to acknowledge his 
mercy, and implore his blessing. 

Respecting the condition of these schools, it is not neces. 
sary for me to enter into any detail. A Report will immedi- 
ately be read to you, exhibiting a very full and satisfactory 
account of their rise and progress, and of their existing cir- 
cumstances and prospects. 

Did time, however, permit, 1 could with pleasure expatiate 
on some of the prominent benefits which attend the system of 
Sabbath School instruction, and which are calculated to en- 
dear it to the hearts of the pious. 

I might advert to the important fact, that it ensures to great 
numbers of children, who would otherwise be infallibly ne- 
glected, regular religious instruction, at least, one day in the 
week. Is there a benevolent person in this assembly, who 
can reflect, without a tbrill of delight, that on this very day, 
more than a million (perhaps two millions) of immortal minds, 
just in their opening state, have been brought under the drop- 
pings of eternal mercy—have been receiving instruction pe- 
culiarly adapted to their capacities, and directly calculated to 
promote their salvation ? 

It is true, that if parents were willing to do their duty, the 
necessity of these extraordinary means would, in many instan- 
ces, be superseded : but not in all. Many parents are really 
too ignorant to instruct their children with advantage. 
Others, sufficiently capable, want the disposition. And shall 
the wretched child, then, be left to complain : ** No man car- 
eth for my soul ?” Even parents who are both capable 
and faithful, may not unprofitably accept the advantages of a 
Sabbath School. For may it not be supposed that where nu- 
merous Instructors are insututing,so to speak, a course of expe- 
riments on a multitude of youthful minds, and frequently com- 
paring their results, some improvements will arise,which would 
not occur in the ordinary course of family instruction ? 

I] might mention the increased interest which is excited, and 
the generous ardor to excel, where a multitude of children and 





* This wumber includes somewhat more than a hundred children belonging to 
school within the limits of Newbury, but under the direction “and patron- 
ace of the Newburyport Sabbath Schoo! and Tract Socirty. 
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svuth are collected in one spot. A single example of extra. 
ordinary spplication and progress will sometimes Commun! 
cate its influence to the whole groupe. The faculties of the 
youthful mind will be put upon the stretch; and acquisitions 
made with ease, which once seemed impossible. 

It is not one of the least advantiges of Sabbath Schools, 
that they tend to the sanctification of the Lord’s day ; that they 
bring many children forth to the sanctuary, who would other- 
wise never enter it; and that they prepare their minds to 
receive its instructions with intelligence, and with profit. 

These institutions, it might be remarked, tend to soften 
down the distinctions of rank and station. In a Sabbath 
School, the rich and poor meet together; and while wor- 
shipping their common Maker, and learning their common 
depravity and destination, feel a mutual interest and sympa- 
thy. The former lose a portion of that pride; and the datter 
of that envy and discontent, to which their respective cir- 
cumstances aflord a powerful temptation, 

I might observe, that these institutions, which are princi- 
pally designed for the benefit of the young pupils, are calcu- 
lated to produce the happiest effects on the minds and hearts 
of their instructors. Not unfrequently they have found, that 
while watering others, they are watered themselves ; that 
‘* teaching they learn, and giving they retain.”” In how many 
instances, thoughtful minds, in the course of these employ- 
ments, have become more thoughtful ; in how many instances 
pious hearts have been quickened, and sincere, but doubting 
Christians strengthened, confirmed and animated, will be 
known only in the great day. 

I] might remark further, that here is a field for the zeal and 
exertions of the softer sex. The pious female who pants to 
make some grateful returns for her Savioun’s bleeding love, 
by humbly promoting the triumphs of his cross, may here 
ratify the first wish of her heart, without overstepping the 
modesty of her sex.. In her own quiet, unobtrusive way, she 
inay distil instruction into the opening mind, and allure the 
soul to God and heaven. 

Jn fine, | might say, that the advantages of Sabbath Schools 
are not a matter of mere calculation and probability, but of 
attested, indisputable fact. From various well authenticated 
accounts, published on either side of the Atlantic, we learn 
‘hat they have been instramental, in multitudes of instances, 
sot only to cultivate the minds, to soften the manners, and 
-orrect the morals of the young, but to awaken, to convert 

nd sanctily their souls. In this view of things, who can 
deny, or doubt, that these institutions are designed to be nur 
to the Church of God, signal blessings to the world, 
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and important instruments of ushering in the promised mil- 
lennial year? Who can doubt that thousands now on earth 
have blessed God, and thousands in heaven will bless him to 
eternity, that they ever entered the doors of a Sabbath School ” 

But it is more than time that I close by a few addresses 
demanded by the occasion. 

To you, my beloved friends, the Instructors of these 
Schools, let me, first of all, express, in the name of these fa- 
voured children, of their parents, and (may I not add ?) of this 
whole assembly, the lively gratitude which is felt, for your 
benevolent and self-denying exertions. Or rather, let me call 
on myself, and those around me, to adore the Father of mer- 
cies, that he has inspired you with these generous designs, and 
Supported you amid these arduous labours. By consenting 
to devote to these children some of the sacred and precious 
hours of the Sabbath, you have given the yon a ere of 
your solicitude for their eternal welfare. 1 pray God that you 
may find the employment not only useful to them, but edifying 
and quickening to your own souls. This, if you pursue it in 
the spirit of sincere love tothe Saviour, and to the immortal 
beings for whom he died, you assuredly will. And this, i 
doubt not, has already been, with many of you, matter of 
happy experience. At the same time, you will permit the 
remark—prompted by friendship, as well as required by faith- 
fulness—that no services merely external, not even the most 
sedulous attempts to promote the salvation of our fellow- 
creatures, can prove a substitute for personal religion ; for an 
affectionate, cordial union to the Saviour. Some have, no 
doubt, conducted their fellow-creatures to the kingdom of 
heaven, who never entered it themselves. God grant that 
this may never be your unhappy case, nor mine / Pursue, 
then, my friends, your great object with a purity, a simplicity, 
and an ardour, correspondent with its high and holy nature. 
Aiming at your Maker’s glory, leaning on his arm, and ac- 
oe all your exertions with ardent prayers, indulge 
an animated hope of the divine blessing. Your employment 
is arduous, self-denying, and exhausting ; but is it not delight- 
ful too ? Feeling toward these pupils, the tenderness and so- 
licitude of parents, do you not likewise feel a parental delight 
in their improvement ?—I will not suspect that, without the 
most imperious reasons, any of you will forsake the work you 
have so auspiciously commenced. But should you, at any 
time, be tempted to discouragement, think of the value of a 
soul ; and think what would be the joy, the transport, if by 
years of anxious, exhausting labour, you should prevail to 
save one such soul from death. Familiarize to yourselves the 
idea, that you are sowing seed. Be content to wait for the 
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harvest; and despair not, though it be long delayed. Dis- 
play to your pupils in the sleapiees and most affecting terms, 
their depravity, their guilt, the compassions of Jesus, the 
gtories and the miseries of the future world. By every art 
which love and pity can furnish, allure them to the Almighty 
Saviour, and prepare to meet them at his right hand, in the 
great day. 

| now address myself to the children. 

My pear Crripren, 

Whenever you reflect, for a moment, on your condition, 
you must perceive that the great God has been distinguish- 
ingly kind to you. How many millions of children, born in 
heathen lands, never saw a Bible, never heard of Jesus, never 
welcomed a Sabbath, never entered a school, never were 
taught to read, nor to pray! How many thousands and my- 
riads of children, even in this favoured country, are entire 
strangers to your privileges! No minister of Jesus explains to 
them the word of eternal life. No parent teaches them to 
pray; nor points out the path to heaven, that they may pur- 
sue it; nor warns them of the downward road, that they may 
shun it. But how favoured is your lot, in these respects! 
You were born in a Christian land. You live in the midst 
of bibles, and sabbaths, and sermons, and prayers, and Chris- 
tian instructions. Most of you have parents who endeavour 
to teach you the things of religion. And all of. you have 
liberty to attend the Sabbath School, where you hear and 
repeat much about God, and Christ, and religion, and heaven, 
and hell. Yours is the high privilege of storing your memo- 
ries with passages from the Bible, and from other books 
written saahen for your benefit. How constantly, how 
affectionately do your beloved teachers warn and entreat 
you to forsake your sins, to hallow the Sabbath, to love the 
Saviour, to devote yourselves to God without delay, and live 
a life of obedience to his commands! And now, my dear 
children, let me ask you one serious question. Can you ear 
the thought, that all these advantages shall be lost upon you ? 
Are you willing to know more than other children, only that 
you may be more guilty? Are you willing to be taught the 
will of God, that you may disobey it? To hear of Christ, 
that® you may neglect him? To be warned to flee from eter- 
nal destruction, and yet rush upon it? Are you willing that 
every passage of Scripture you repeat, every psalm and hymn 
you commit to memory, shall rise up in judgment against you 
in the greatday ? Are you willing that these affectionate and 
beloved teachers siall bear witness against you at the bar of 
Christ ?—All this, if you continue impenitent, you must ex- 
pect. But Oh, how can you bear it’—Trifle not, then, my 
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dear children, a moment longer. Receive and ponder the 
instructions of every Sabbath as seriously, as though you 
knew they would be the last. Pray, earnestly and constantly 
pray, that God would write them all in your hearts. Shun 
every way of sin. Think of that Saviour who once said, and 
who says now; “ Suffer little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”’ O 
give him your hearts this day; and devote yourselves to his 
cervice for ever. You will then rise up the ornament of your 
parents, the joy of your instructors, and the comfort of your 
ministers. You will be useful while you live ; you shall be 
happy when you die ; and you shall dwell with God, and his 
saints for ever. 

To the Parents who are present on this occasion, let me 
say, in the first place, and with emphasis—Think not, my 
honoured friends, because others have consented to aid you 
in the religious education of your children, that you are ex- 
cused from the duty. No; this is impossible. To you these 
opening, immortal minds are committed: and at your hands 
they will be required. From you, probably more than from 
all others, they will receive those impressions which will de- 
termine their character and their destiny for eternity. What 
parental heart, that is a heart of flesh, does not tremble and 
sink under the overwhelming weight of the thought? The 
instructions of Sabbath Schools are indeed precious. But 
without your active endeavours to fix and to deepen their im- 
pression, they will too probably be evanescent and useless. 
On you, under God, it depends, whether the advantages which 
your beloved children now enjoy, shall prove ultimately bene- 
ficial. Let me then exhort and entreat you cordially to unite 
and co-operate with their instructors, in the great object they 
have in view. Give them not the pain and discouragement 
of finding no support, where they have the strongest reasons 
to expect, and toclaim it. Promote in your children a con- 
stancy and punctuality of attendance at school. Let them 
see that you consider a price as put into their hands ; and that 
vou are anxious for nothing so much as that they may improve 
it. Ask them a thousand questions respecting what they re- 
peatand hear. Repress, in every possible way, what is wrong 
in their temper and conduct ; a cherish with the utmost 
assiduity every rising sentiment and: feeling of an opposite 
kind. Above all, let your morning and evening supplications 
to the God of mercy. witness that you sincerely desire their 
salvation. 

‘These efloris, my iriends, you owe to yourselves, and to 
he children of vour hodies. You owe them to God. and the 
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edeemer; to the church and world; to the present and fu- 
‘re interests of your country, and of Zion. 

Shortly, you and your dear children will mingle dust in the 
same silent tomb. Shortly, your spirits and theirs will be 
summoned to the same God and Judge, to receive a sentence 
unalterable and everlasting. But | forbear. Human lan- 
guage was never designed to express the transport, or the 
distress of sucha scene. Here, thought itself is baffled. I 
leave you with a single reflection. If the truths of the gospel 
are Important to your children, they are not less important to 
you. If the blessings of religion are needful for them, you 
too must possess these blessings, or be undone—undone for 
ever! 

To conclude: I would now cordially commend these young 
pupils and their instructors, together with the members and 
Trustees of the Society which has them under its care, to the 
countenance and the prayers of this great assembly. But 
here my hearers have doubtless anticipated me. Doubtless, 
since the commencement of this exercise, the affectionate. 
fostering wishes and prayers of many hearts have been wafted 
to heaven. One source of gratification, however, still remains. 
It has been thought expedient and necessary to furnish to 
these schools, books, in considerable number and variety ; and 
likewise to confer rewards on the children who excel. Hence 
a considerable expense has already arisen, and is likely still to 
arise. This expense, those present who are liberally dis- 
posed, will now have the privilege of defraying. If any thing 
were needful to open your hearts in this case, I should rely 
with confidence on the voices of these young and lovely pu 
pils, which you will soon hear raised in a hymn of praise to 
their Repeemer.—Let me, at the same time, remind you, that 
the Newburyport Sabbath School Society is likewise a Tract 
Society, and is employed, in conjunction with other associa- 
tions of the same character, in distributing those little com- 
pendiums of piety which, through the blessing of God, have, 
in numerous happy instances, effected the conversion and 
salvation of immortal beings. Those to whom this object i 
interesting and precious, will doubtless, on this occasior 
cheerfully and liberally open their hearts and hands. 

—~—o + - 
The following are extracts from the excellent Report mentioned 
in the foregoing Address. 

“ The liberal provision afforded to the Youth in this place, 
to gain instruction, is worthy of particular notice, and does 
much honour to the feelings of our fellow citizens. _ This pre- 
eludes the necessity of much of that kind of instruction which 
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is given in European Sabbath Schools. Still however with- 
out instruction of a decidedly religious character, the great 
benefit of our common school education will be lost to socie- 
ty. The knowledge of God, and a familiar acquaintance with 
the Holy Scriptures, it is believed, will have more influence 
on the state of society, than all other kinds of knowledge. 
To unite these, with the education of our common Schools 
and Academies, is the grand design of Sabbath Schools ; and 
in this attempt, the blessing of God has been greatly realized, 
both in Europe and America. 

“ The number of Scholars who have attended the School has 
varied from three hundred and fifty, to stx hundred and fifty. 
The average number in fair weather has been upwards of 
four hundred and fifty. The number of Teachers usually 
employed is not far from sixty. As a stimulus to excite the 
Scholars to constant attention, tickets for punctual attendance 
are given to them at every meeting, and these are redeemed 
from time to time, either with books, or with other tickets, to 
which a pecuniary value is prefixed. Certificates also, pur- 
porting to be rewards of merit, are in some instances bestow- 
ed on those whoare distinguished by extraordinary proficien- 
cy, and good behaviour. ‘These latter, to be redeemed by 
some valuable token of approbation. 

‘** Among the numerous instances of peculiar improvement 
which have been noticed by the Teachers in their several re- 
ports, the Committee have selected a few for the information 
of the Society. Two of the Scholars, aged 14 years, who 
have attended most of the time since the commencement of 
the School, had (as reported in June last) each of them com- 
mitted to memory fifteen hundred and fifty-nine verses in the 
Bible, in addition to their other lessons in which they were 
likewise distinguished. Another, aged 13, had committed in 
the same period, fifteen hundred and seventy-five verses. 
Another who did not commence so early by six weeks, nine 
hundred and fifty two verses. Another, aged 14, who had 
attended twelve Sabbaths only, had recited seven hundred and 
ninety-four verses. Another, aged 13, in the same period, 
five hundred and sixteen verses; and another aged 11 years, 
who had attended but eleven Sabbaths, six hundred and sixty- 
Ave verses. Many others have distinguished themselves, as 
well by their facility in committing their lessons to memory, 
as by their ingenuity in finding appropriate Scripture proofs 
of the particular doctrines and sentiments proposed for their 
consideration. The few which had been selected, your Com- 
mittee presume will be sufficient to convey some correct idea 
of the attention of the Scholars. It has, however, been an 

important trait in the system of the Teachers, as a general 
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rule, by no means to overburden the minds of the youth with 
long lessons, but on the contrary to permit them to learn and 
recite no more than could be explained and enforced by the 
Teachers, in such a manner as should tend to their real and 
spiritual improvement. 

To enforce the instructions contained in the Bible (as be- 
fore intimated) has been the grand and leading object of the 
Teachers ; and this they have endeavoured to do, in a plain 
and familiar manner, with great care and faithfulness ; and 
with a view not only to imprint them in their memories, but 
also to produce the most salutary impressions on their hearts. 
They have endeavoured to make Scripture its own expositor : 
and have carefully avoided to inculcate any of those peculi- 
arities of sentiment, which have divided real christians into 
sects and parties. In all their instructions to the youth, and 
in all their communications together, it has been an import- 
ant object with the Teachers, to keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace; to inculcate that religion, and that 


only, which unites its ft iends, heart and hand, in the cause of 


their glorious Redeemer. 

Though your Committee have to lament that so little fruit 
of their labours has yet appeared, sull they are not without 
encouragement. On this subject they forbear to be particu- 
lar. Suillice it to say, that they have seen the young and ten- 
der mind brought to a solemn stand : awakened to some sense 
of the situation of a sinner unreconciled to God; and asking, 
with anxious solicitude, ‘ what shall | do to be saved ?”’ 
They have seen the thoughtless youth become attentive ; and 
those that had known little of God, brought to feel (for the 
moment at least) that religion is the one thing needful. It is 
true that instances of this kind have been few ; but your Com- 
mittee are encouraged to hope, that these are ‘the precursors 
of greater things, and that God will yet own and bless the In- 
stitution ; and open the hearts of the dear youth, to receive the 
truth as it isin Jesus. And surely, the restoration of one 
soul from the thraldom of sin, to the liberty of the Gospel, 
would amply repay the labours of a whole life of self- denial 
in the cause of Jesus. 

As to the government of the School, it may be remarked, 
that the whole system is that of afiection and love. Th 
“uplifted rod, and the angry voice” are never heard. Gen 
tle persuasion and mild remonstrance alone are depended ov 
as the means of restraint; and when these tail, the Teacher’: 
duty,as to the individual, seems to be et an end. Ile may indeed 
lament over his pupil, and commend him to God; and ther 
he must leave him, subject to vo other discipline, than the r 


proaches of his own conscience. with the humble hone, th. 
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through the mercy of God, that bread which has been thus 
cast upon the waters, shall be found after many days. 

The benefit to be derived from this instituuon by the 
Teachers themselves, might be mentioned as a stimulus to in- 
duce them to press forward in this path of duty. It has a 
tendency to refine and elevate their feelings; to call forth 
the powers of the mind, and give them expansion and im- 
provement ; and to impress them with a greater degree of 
solemnity, in view of the great truths of religion, and the vast 
and awful concerns of eternity. It also has the effect to pro- 
mote union and harmony ; and to obliterate all those animosi- 
ties, which have too much prevailed, among different denomi- 
nations of Christians, and which have originated in prejudice, 
and ignorance of each other. While discussing plans of im- 
provement, and endeavouring to encourage each other in the 
arduous employment, in which they are mutually engaged, 
they become imperceptibly of one heart, and one soul ; and 
the little differences in sentiment and forms of worship, are 
no longer permitted to part asunder the friends and promoters 
of piety and virtue. 

It will doubtless be thought by some, that this institution 
has been invested with a greater degree of importance than 
it justly merits. But when it is considered as auxiliary to the 
labours of the ambassadors of Christ; when it is considered, 
that its design is to prepare the rising youth for usefulness in 
the various walks of life ; to form their characters, and give a 
tone to their feelings ; and that its ultimate object is to aid 
them in their preparation to become ornaments of the Church. 
and inhabitants of the heavenly Jerusalem, it is confidently 
hoped, that no serious christian will think lightly of the Instt- 
tution. It is true, indeed, that those who have undertaken 
the duty of Teachers, have reason to tremble in the view of 
their responsibility ; and their weakness and insufficiency, is: 
themselves for the work : but trusting, as they desire to do, in 
that Almighty arm which has so often been displayed in sup- 
port of truth, they may humbly hope to be used as instruments 
of doing something for the up-building of the walls of Zion. 
They wish to feel their dependence on divine strength. 
They know that unless the Lord build the house, the mos: 
faithful labourers labour in vain. And they would impress 
the minds of the people of God, with the importance of thei: 
object, that a spirit of ardent prayer may be excited in the! 
behalf; that while they feel their own weakness and depe: 
dence, he would pour down the influences of his Spirit, anc 
out of the mouths of babes and sucklings perfec! praise auc 
vlory to himself. 

Experience has already praved the ntilicy an’ 




















Sabbath School end Tract Society. 217 


of Sabbath Schools in various places. Both in Europe and 
America, they have been wonderfully increased of late ; and 
thousands, it is believed, will have reason to bless God for 
their establishment. The venerable and benevolent founder 
of Sabbath Schools has gone to the silent grave, but his name 
will live in the me mory of the Church tor ages yet to come, 
and to the realms of glory his works wiil foliow him. 

The Trustees would add to the foregoing Report, for the 
information of the Socie ly, that a Sabbath School has also 
been established under their patronage in the easterly part of 
Newbury, adjacent to this town, containing about one hundred 
and thirty Sc holars. It hes been several months in operation, 
and has been conducted on the same principles, and partly 
by the same Teachers, as the one in Uns place; only one 
meeting however is held there on each Sabbath, for the in- 
struction of the youth, commencing soon after public service 
in the afternoon. The Youths trom both Schools are this 
day presented to the public, to unile in solemn worship, and 
may the Lord grant that they, and the respected assembly 
before whom they appear, may all be so happy as to unite, in 
the heavenly world, in that song of praise to God and the 
Lamb which shall resound in the arches of heaven through 
the blissful ages of eternity. 

+o 


Letter to the Secretary of the “ New-York Sunday School 
Union Society.” 


Sabbath School, Babylon, L. I. Jan. 1st, 1819. 


Sir,—Having been sent by the “ Board of Missions” at 
Philadelphia, #s a Missionary on Long Island, in the neigh- 
bourhoed of Babylon, I found myself stationed in a region 
where vice and immorality awfully prevailed. Intemperance, 
profanity, and Sabbath breaking, abounded. The unhappy 
consequence of sucha state of things was, that the rising 
generation were early initiated in vice, and trained up ln ig- 
norance and irreligion. I found here multitudes of children, 
heirs of their parents’ crimes ; whose highest destiny, in pros- 
pect, was to drag on a miserable existence, strans gers through 
life to all rational enjoyment: the highest hope that could be 
formed respecting them as members ‘of commanity, that they 
would be béanks : as probationers for eternity, Aeirs of inter- 
minable misery. W he ‘re, | anxiously inquired, « ‘an a remedy 
be found for such a disordered state of things? The Bible 
contains—the Sabbath School applies tt. 

On the 27th Sept. last, a meeting was called for the pur- 
pose of establishing a Sabbath School in Babylon. Fifteen 
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“ ; 


and eighteen children were examined anc 


versons attended, 
admitted. Two gentlemen engaged as stated Teachers. 
Previous to the next meeting, | received, by Mr. R. H. from 
you, Sir, in the name of your Society, a donation of Sunday 

S-hool books to the value of 4.51. In consequence of this 
val table and seasonable donation (for which accept, Sir, my 
thanks) we were enabled to proceed in the management of 
the School more methodically than we otherwise could have 
done. 

Sabbath day, Oct. 4, the School commenced its regular 
oper: ation with thirty-five Scholars. It has now comple ted 
its first quarter. T he total number who have joined is eighty- 
six ; of whom twenty are coloured children. The number on 
the list at present is eighty-two. The School has averaged 
forty-nine constant attendants. We have attended upon It 
twice ¢ very Sabbath: two hours in the morning, and two in 
the efternoon. 

For a few of the first Sabbaths the Scholars were quite 
negligent about attending at the appointed hour, especially 
in th morning. And among other advantages which your 
donation afforded, the distribution of Tickets for pune tual 
attendance has had an eflect peculiarly favourable. We did 
not commence giving them out until the third Sabbath of the 
quarter; since we began to distribute them, the Scholars have 
exceeded all our expectations in the 7g Ty with which 
they have attended. Though some of them live two and three 
miles from the School. and the days are now short, yet in one 
instance we gave out 55 Tickets for punctual attenda) ce, 
though we gave at that time but one for morning and after- 
noone The Scholars have generally attended divine service 
on the Sabbath: and a great proportion of them usually can 
tell or find the place of the text; among whom are often some 
that cannot read it. 

There have been recited, from memory, in the School in 
one quarter, two hundred twenty-seven c hapters i in the Bible, 
of 5679 verses; six hundred and eleven Hymns of 3669 
verses; and 1046 answers in Catechism, besides 46 verses 
in the spelling book. 

One girl recited through the Gospel of Matthew, and seve- 
ral chapters in Mark—in the whole 1195 verses ; or comput- 
ing 25 verses toa chapter, making 47 chapters ; she recited 
also 67 Hymns of 68 verses, and 30 answers in Catechism. 
Of these, 825 verses, or 33 chapters, were recited by her in 
the three last Sabbaths of the quarter, and 18 Hymns of 92 
verses, with 11 answers in Catechism. 

For want of a sufficient number of instructors, I have my- 
self endeavoured to perform the duties of Superintendent and 
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leacher. This deticie Cc) has been unfortunate for the 
School: still, however. much good has alre ady resulted from 
the instituuuon. It atlords instruction to numbers who other- 
wise would remain in extreme ignorance. Many whe would 
be spending the Sabbath in idleness and Sin, are hie reb 'y re- 
strained and broug rht to mee lung ; soine who were never the re 
before. It brings there, also, pare nts Who had lye fore lived 
entre ly regardless of eae Wa rship. We present to the eB 
children religious tracts and Bibles, and their contents are 
pe rust d by This iny who heret tolore h ive disregard: d all re li. 
gious instruciion. But when we look at the effect upon the 
children only, all objec ions are silenced, It is mideed an 


Interesting spectacle to see, as | have oiten seen, children : 
with the Bible, the Hymn book, or the Catechism in their } 
hands on a week day, laying up the precious contents in their > 
memories, which may prove the seed of eternal life to them. } 
To see them on the L: wd? s day morning, instead of wasti: 


their time in bed, hastening their pare nts or masters lo pre- 
pare them for the School, and to see with what eagerness they 
hasten thither. The instituuon has met with unexpected 


success ; and I am sanguine in the belief that it will produce 


~_— 


a thoroug ch reformation in the morals of this society. Much 
interest is feltin it by the people gene rally, anda Be ne — ‘nt 
Society of 30 members has been formed in aid of it. We ; 
are now supplied with eight stated Teachers. | | am ie st- 
ed to transmit to you the following vote of the “ Benevolent ’ ¥ 
Society of Islip and Huntington South :’— ' 
** Voted—That the thanks of this Seciety be presented to . ; 
the New-York Sunday School Union Society for their gene- 
rous donation of Sabbath School books, to the amount of 
$4.51, for the establishment of a Sab bath School in Babylon, 
forwarded by Mr. Rensselaer Havens.” : i 
Praying that your Society may have the satisfaction of cl ip R 
beholding the benign system of Sabbath School instruction ae | 
still more widely diffused by their instrumentality— 4 
J subse ribe yours, Wc, : | i 
SAMUEL WEED, t fae ' 
Superintend nt, Vie 


Extract of a Letter to the Se retary of the New-York Sunday 


School Union. 
Dear Sir, 
According to the request of P. W. Gallaudet, in his 
letter to me the 29th of May last, I now transmit you an ac- 
count of the progress of our Sund; ks Schools. 
lecameaiien the above letter | received a parce! o: 
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Sunday Schools were a new thing in this country, and 
mueh system could not be expected in conducting all of them ; 
hence the re port cannot be as correct as could a desired. 
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mentioned above. 
committed 157 chapters in the Bible, 

5 Divine Songs, 


with more or less of 


a particular account of the twelve Schools 
The first consisting of 47 Scholars, 


had 


213 Psalms and Hymns, 
the three Catechisms 


contained in Emerson's Evangelical Primer ; of which the Ist 
class, cons!sting of 9 Scholars, had committed 85 chapters, 
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and the Scho- 
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Of the 


Ist School, in the village of Deposit, it is stated, that 


“ One of the Teachers has made a public ager of reli- 
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their supreme devotedness to God.” Of the 4th it is stated, 
that ** the Teacher of the first class of boys, a youth of e ‘igh- 
teen, has since the close of the School professed religion.” 
The Letter thus closes :] 

I! conclude the report by observing, that the Schools have 
met with very little opposition, and as far as I can learn, will 
be renewed the next summer. We feel disposed to thank 
your Society for their patronage, and bless God for the good 
that has been done here and elsewhere by the humble, though 
powerful Sunday School system of instruction. 

Yours, Xc. 
ELISHA WISE. 
Depos it, Jan. 20, 1819. 


2. eo 


Extracts from the Quarterly Reports of the New-York Sun- 
day School Union, presented 21st January, 1819. 


School No. 1.—Two teachers, and one coloured adult, we 
are enabled to state, have been brought from darkness to 
light, and were added to Christ’s flock on our last Communion 
Sabbath. 

School No. 2.—One coloured adult, since our last report, 
has made a public profession of his faith. 

School No. 3.—Two of our teachers have recently made 

a profession of religion, and joined the church to which the 
school is attached. It is our painful duty, before losing the 
present report, to state that an individu: il, who not long since 
was numbered among our most zealous and devoted teachers, 
has been arrested by the hand of death. He expired at 
Troy on the 9th December last, encircled in the embraces of 
a widowed mother, and an affectionate and only sister. We 
cannot but feel our sympathies excited, in view of this event. 
As a faithful associate and fellow-labourer, he was esteemed 
and beloved. We mourn—but, blessed be God, we do “ not 
mourn as those who have no hope.” 

Previous to his connexion with the school, he had united 
himself to the church, and the period which ttervened be- 
tween this event and his death, displayed satisfactory evidence 
of his heartfelt attachment to the cause he had thus espous. 
ed; nor did his religion shrink from the test of a dying hour. 
in the language of the cle ‘rgyman who attended him at that tn- 
teresting period, “ he appeared to have an unshaken confi- 
dence in the mercy of God through the Lord Jesus Christ, 
bore with patience and submission his affliction and sufler- 
ings, and closed his eyes in peace. ” 

May the voice of this affec ting Providence be not unheeded. 
May those lessons of wisdom, which it so forcibly teaches, 
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be indelibly impressed upon our minds. Be it our constant 
and high ambition to be * followers of them who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises.” 

School No. 4.—One scholar is mentioned to us in the re 
port trom his teacher, whose example deserves being held uj 
to his classmates and school-fellows. In reading the ss rip) 
tures, When he comes across a passage he cannot con re 
head, he stops, inquires its meaning of his teacher; on his 
return home does the same of his parents; tien compares the 
different definitions, and from them forms his own opinion. 

School No. 6.—At present there exists considerable emu- 
lation among the scholars, to excel In committing scripture t 
memory. A boy, about 12 years of age, conimitted to me- 
mory. in one week, 330 verses, and another was rewarded fo: 
repeating 19 chapters in one month; and during the past 
quarter, the whole number of verses that have been commit- 
ted to memory {in a@ school of ahout 60 scholars) amount t 
3064, or 102 chapters, besides catechisms, hymns, and other 
suttable pieces. 


Some time since it was thought proper to ofler a Bible and 





Testament. of considerable value. exclusive of those giveh 
hy the Society, to the two scholars who should commit to me- 
mory the greatest number of verses. from the first Sabbath in 
November to the first Sabbath in Januery, inclusive: this had 
the desired effect, and on that day the Bible was presented by 
the Rev. Mr. Knox to a coloured adult, and the Testament 
toa white boy, with a very appropriate address to each, and 
also to the school in general. ‘The former committed to me- 
mory 1079, and the latter 968 verses. 

It is with pleasure that we can at this ume inform you of a 
prayer meeting that was established some tine since in con- 
nexion with the female school. It was opened tor the first 
time on Monday evening the 16th of November, in the Rose- 
street Academy, on which occasion the Rev. Mr. Knox deli- 
vered an introductory lecture, and a very appropriate ad- 
dress to the teachers. scholars, and parents of scholars. We 
were much gratified to see the attendance oj nearly the whole 
number of both schools, and also many parents. Some were 
so anxious to attend, that they brought their infants with 
them, rather than be detained at home on theirac;ount. The 
_mreting 1s continued every Monday evening, and the Rev. 
Messrs. K. and Strong attend in rotation. 

ft is with thankfulness to the Supreme Being, that we can al 
this time inform you, that the last ume the sacrament was dis- 
pensed in our church, a oloured man. one of our scholars, 
sat down with us for the first time at the Lord’s table. Though 
we dare not say he received his first lmnpressions with us, ye! 
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he blesses God that he ever entered a Sunday s¢ hool; for in 
that his in pressions were cherished, and he was made to uh- 
uerstand lis Cuty more pl inly. 

School No. 8.—This School, in conjunction with the others 
attached to the Methodist be pise opal Church in this city. both 
male and female. assembied together on new-vear’s day, in 
the Methodist Church, John-street. Near 800 individuals, 
eonnected with thir schools. were pres nt, about 700 ot whom 
were scholars. Several hymns were sung, and appropriate 
pieces spoken by the children. An address, suitable to the 
OoCCaslOl, Was als » detive red LO the congregation hy the he \. 
Nathan Bar IS Atter the exercises, a ‘ oliection was made, 
the proceeds of which have been exclusive ly apy lied! ta the 
funds of the New-York. Sunday School Union Society, both 
male and female. Much solemnity, ningled with a lively 
interest in the welfare of the instituuen, was manifested by 
all present on the occasion. 

School No. 10.—The blessed effects which have already 
resuited from these instructions in one instance, has been ex- 
hibited in the recent death of one of our scholars. (a coloured 


boy. 13 years of age.) alte r hay ing heen long ( oufined uit cle r 


the weight of a tedious and paitul ilness. While look, 1” 
forward to his final dissolution, he repeatedly requested that 
the 15th chapter of St. Paul’s first epistle to the Corinthians 
should be read to him—in which the Apostle so forcibly and 
eloguent!v maintains the resurrection of the body. And trom 
the correct views he entert ed ofa future state. and his re- 
signation to the will of his Divine Redeomer. we trust he pos- 
sessed a well grounded hope of immortal felicity beyond the 
grave. 

The whole number of scripture verses, that have been 
committed during the last quarter, amounts to 5226—and one 
scholar has committed 1001. 

School No. 11.—During the last quarter, 149 chapters or 
4470 verses have been committed to memory. ‘Total 480 
chapters, or 14,400 verses. 

On the first day of the year, Mr. Maclay delivered an ap- 
propriate sermon to about 400 children, assembled in the 
Baptist Meeting house in Mulberry street. 

School No. 17.—I\n our last we informed you that a pre- 
mium had been held up in our School, for the boy who should 
first recite the Gospel of St. John, and that it was me rited 
and received by a youth not yet 7 years of age. We now 
have the pleasure of mentioning another instance of a boy 
rather more advanced in age, but who is obliged to work 
from daylight till dark, and likewise to attend an evening 


school, who for a pre mium Testame nt held up by one of the 
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Teachers, committed to memory in the short space of 7 
weeks, the Gospel of St. Mark: highly to his credit, and to 
the satisfaction of his instructor. These circumstances in- 
duce us to recommend the holding up of premiums to the 
Committee of other Schools, the effect of which is very visi- 
ble. Boys who formerly recited but 20 or 30 verses a weck, 
now with apparent ease, and much more readiness, commit 
to memory upwerds of 100. 

School No. 22.--Two boys have distinguished themselves 
in addition to other recitations, by committing twelve chap- 
ters each, containing 360 verses, in one week. 

School No. 23.—A mite Society has recently been formed 
among the Teachers, and also one among the Scholars, the 
funds of which are to be expended in the purchase of books, 
to be bestowed as premiums on those who excel. It is ex- 
tremely gratifying to see with what avidity the little creatures 
enter 1nto a measure of this kind, and even those who are the 
subjects of public benefaction, seem to vie with those in better 
circumstances to give their mite. 

School No. 24.—White Male Adults.—Since the last quar- 
terly report there have been admitted 22 Scholars, whose ages 
willaverage 25 years. Of this number 6 did not know the 
alphabet, and 11 were unable to write. 

When we consier that this class of persons (of whom it is 
believed there are more than 3000 in this city) will not asso- 
ciate with others of a different sex, colour, or age, for the pur- 
pose of receiving instruction, we do not think it expedient to 
alter our plan, notwithstanding the recommendations of some 
persons, to admit boys into the School, that a greater amount 
of good might be attained by the same, or even less exertion. 

School No. 26.—In taking leave of Mr. Carter, who has been 
one of the Superintendents of the Schoel from its commence- 
ment, the Teachers feel it their duty not only to acknowledge 
their obligations for his services, and for the use of his large 
and convenient room, but for providing in the lease that it 
may be continued to them—-for supplying fuel without charge, 
including a sufficiency for the present winter—and for a do- 
nation of books, and a convenient chest for them, together 
with those belonging to the School. 

Sohool No. 30.-—It is with pleasure we state, that one of 
the Teachers joined the church in August last. 

School No. 33.—A youth of sixteen years of age, professes 
to have been brought to the knowledge of the truth since he 
has belonged to this School. 

School No. 34.—Coloured male adulis.—We have 126 
scholars, sixteen teachers, five assistants, and three visitors. 
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One of our old scholars has returned from a voyage to 
Lisbon: he tells us he has read his Bible once through, and 
commenced it again. He frequently read to the officers ot 
the ship, and every day to his brother sailors. One of his 
shipmates, having a desire to become more instructed by 
reading the Bible, on his leaving the ship he gave it to him. 
Some others have returned, and reported that they have read 
the New Testament through, which they have obtained from 
the school by subscriptions. 

Another, being compelled to go to sea for the support ot 
his family, called on us, and stated that it was very grievous to 
him to be under the necessity of leaving the school, and he 
wept bitterly. His attachment was great, and he earnestly 
requested an interest in our prayers, that he might hold out a 
faithful follower of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

He had so far progressed as to be able to read the Bible, 
and one was given him, which ke trusted would be his trea- 
sure, during his absence. We think the school is flourishing, 
and also that the Lord is about to do great things for the 
souls of many of the teachers and scholars. 

<—+o 


Letter to the Publishers of the N. Y. Sunday School Repository. 


Cincinnati, Jan. 21, 1819. 
Gentlemen, 

With much pleasure and satisfaction [ have perused three 
numbers of the Sunday School Repository ; and I now in be- 
half of a society of Sunday School Teachers, enclose you two 
dollars, which I suppose to be the price of six numbers. 
Please to forward to us, on the receipt of this, all the numbers 
published for the present year, and the succeeding ones as 
they are published. Ifthe money enclosed is not sufficient, 
the balance, which the terms of the work may require, shall 
be remitted immediately after the receipt of the first numbers.* 

We are fully sensible, from personal experience, that the 
dissemination of Sunday School intelligence contributes very 
much to the promotion of these institutions, and under this 
impression have commenced a correspondence with persons 
in various parts of the United States. It will give us pleasure 
to communicate to you at all times, such information as we 
think will merit a place in the Repository. 

Subjoined you have some account of the rise and progress 
of our Society. The name of our association is the Raikes 
Society of Cincinnati. The name Raikes, is taken as a tribute 


* Our obliging correspondent is informed that $1.50 is all that is required 
for the Repository. 
2F 
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of respect to the founder of Sunday Schools. ‘The adoption 
of this name will also excite many interesting and important 
inquiries, respecting the history of these institutions. Our 
Society was formed and constituted last September, and now 
consists of about 20 Sunday School Teachers. We have now 
two Schools in operation. School No. 1 was commenced by 
a member of the Society, last August, with 14 Scholars. By 
the books of this School, it appears that it has received under 
its care 240 pupils. ‘The progress of this School has been 
constant and uninterrupted. The Teachers engaged in it, 
have continued in the stations which they first occupied until 
now. The natural consequence is, that our Scholars know 
but one Teacher until fit to be advanced to a higher class, 
and an attachment has been formed between the Scholars and 
their instructors, which is attended with the most happy and 
important results. Although we do not yet perceive any in- 
stances of remarkable piety, or religious seriousness among 
our pupils, as the results of our labours, yet we can confi- 
dently say, that a very great and important change has taken 
place in most of the Scholars as to their morals, manners, and 
gencral conduct. 

School No. 2 was commenced in November. It received 
from the first School about 40 pupils, and has received from 
other sources about 60. This School has laboured under 
more disadvantages than the first, but has recently received a 
new supply of Teachers, and is now ina flourishing condition. 
Our expectations in this School have been fully answered, 
and we feel assured that it is a work of the Lord, and that it 
will prosper. The average number of children that attend 
the first School is about 90: that of the second about 60. 
We occasionally find that the most momentous and import- 
ant impressions are made upon the minds of our children, 
which we sincerely hope, and have every reason to believe, 
will be like “* an handful of corn in the earth upon the tops 
of the mountains ;”’ “ the fruit’? of which “ shall shake like 
Lebanon, and they of the city” “ flourish like grass of the 
earth.” Since the formation of our Society, we have held 
weekly meetings, at which our female members have made 
and fitted clothing for our destitute children, to enable them 
to appear comfortably and decently, from materials previous- 
ly collected for the purpose by the male members. The 
principal design of these meetings is to encourage, consult, 
andassist, andunite with each other inour undertaking. These 
meetings have had the desired effect in a greater degree than 
we had reason to expect; and they have contributed very 
essentially to the advancement of the Schools. 

Yours with sincere respect and esteem, 


JOHN DILLINGHAM, Cor. Sec’ry. 





































New Milford S. 8. Union Society. 


L. iv the Publishers. 


New Milford, (Susquehanna Co. Pa.) Feb. 2, 1819. 


While the Christian public are engaged in acts of the most 
extensive benevolence ; while the rich of their abundance are 
casting in much, in support of the Gospel and institutions for 
its advancement as well among the youth of our own countr 
as the idolatrous heathen; we come with equal zeal, hoveh 
less ability, and enlist in this holy warfare. Where little is 
given little is required ; our means being small, we have limit- 
ed their dispensation to our more immediate neighbourhood. 
Our local situation ; a small population thinly scattered over 
a considerable extent of territory ; and the pecuniary circum- 
stances of our inhabitants, the most of whom are so limited 
that nearly their whole labour is required to provide means 
for present, and prepare for future subsistence ; are indeed 
impediments which would preponderate and suppress all at- 
tempts of the wavering. Yet relying implicity on God to 
bless our feeble exertions, we have under all those compli- 
cated embarrassments, embarked in the system of Sunday 
School education, and formed a Society for the support, di- 
rection, and: protection of such Schools, named the “ New 
Milford Sunday School Union Society.” This Society was 
instituted in the latter part of the month of December, and a 
Sabbath School was commenced early in January, containing 
from twenty to thirty Scholars. It is under the immediate 
direction of two Teaehers and four Superintendents, who are 
appointed by the Society. Itis made the duty of the Super- 
intendents, one or more of whom are to attend each Sabbath, 
to introduce and conclude the School exercises with prayer. 

Our Society is composed of a union of the members of three 
different sects, viz. Presbyterians, Methodists, and Episco- 
palians. The Catechisms of either sect are taught their chil- 
dren respectively, with lessons from Scripture, and to the 

ounger classes select Hymns. Our institution is yet in its 
infancy, but its prospects are auspicious, and from the in- 
creasing emulation which is manifest in the School, we flatter 
ourselves that much good may be done, and indulge the fond 
hope of exhibiting, with the blessing of Divine providence, 
the triumph of Christian philanthropy over the insinuations 
of Deism, so industriously whispered in the ears of our youth, 
with a view to contaminate their principles and morals, and 
shut the kingdom of heaven against them. Sensible of the 
dangerous tendency, and contagious nature of the bane, we 
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attempt the application of the antidote, and leave the event to 
Him who does all things well. 
In behalf of the New Milford Sunday School Union Society, 
L. W. BINGHAM, Sec’ry. 
P. S. “ The Society wish to become patrons of the Re- 


pository. 
<1 


ANECDOTES. 
From the London S. S. Repository. 

On visiting the neighbourhood of the School to which I be- 
long, with the intention of increasing the number of scholars ; 
one of the bills used for that purpose was left with an Irish 
Catholic, who promised to send her children to receive in- 
struction. Three of them accordingly came to the School, 
and by their constant attendance, have made considerable 
improvement in reading. The eldest girl is now about fifteen 
years of age, and is remarkably attached to the School, and 
behaves extremely well. Her father has been at sea for about 
six months past, and the vessel in which he sailed not having 
been heard of for some time, the owners will not advance her 
mother any part of his wages; and she has of late been in 
very distressing circumstances, having herself and five chil- 
dren to maintain. The girl, already mentioned, might have 
gone to service, but she refused, saying, “ If I get a good 
situation I shall be comfortable myself, but what will my mo- 
ther and the rest of my family do without me; for, if I can but 
earn one shilling a day, I would rather share it with them than 
have plenty myself while they are in want.” 

The teachers admired ial commended her determination, 
which proved to be the means of drawing their attention more 
closely to the state ofher family. Very soon afterwards they 
experienced additional distress by the death of one child, and 
the birth of another, within the short space of five days. This 
deprived the family of all assistance from the mother, and the 
affliction was considerably increased, in consequence of the 
girl being unable to procure more than three days work, and 
sometimes less, in the course of a week; so that the mother, 
in her helpless condition, surrounded with five children ina 
starving state, and one dead in the same apartment, presented 
a scene too affecting to be described. The teachers consi- 
dered the propriety of adopting means to afford the family 
some relief, and one of them suggested the idea, that kind 
and sympathetic feelings could not too early be excited in 
the minds of the young ; and asked if the rest of the teachers 
had any objection to let this distressing case be stated to the 
children belonging to the School, in order to ascertain what 
effect it might produce ameng them. It was accordingly 
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agreed that it should be related to them that morning, and 
they were then informed, that the teachers would each sub- 
scribe something towards relieving this distressed family, and 
if they pleased to bring any halfpence or pence for the same 
purpose, they were at liberty to do so. it was both surprising 
and affecting to see the children come into the School in the 
afternoon, and to witness the satisfaction they manifested in 
being permitted to contribute towards the relief of their 
school-fellows, whose case excited their commiseration, and 
the eldest of whom was much respected by them. They 
cheerfully contributed a trifle each, which amounted to near 
thirty-four shillings, which was not a trifling sum, considering 
it was collected from a small number of teachers, and about 
130 children, residing in a poor neighbourhood, at least twenty 
shillings of which must have been given by the children alone. 
The amount collected was committed to the care of two female 
teachers, who took the pains and trouble to lay out the greater 
part themselves at various times, in such articles as would 
contribute most effectually to relicve the wants of these suf- 
ferers. This seasonable relief, together with some further 
assistance obtained from other quarters, and the small pittance 
which the children could earn, kept the family from starving 
during the confinement of the mother, who was sensibly im- 
pressed with her obligations to the Almighty, for raising her 
such relief by means of the Sunday School. 

In conversing with those who visited her at various times, 
she gave the following account, which was quite unknown to 
the teachers when they began the subscription for her relief. 
“ The Roman Catholic priest came to visit me the other day, 
and all 1 got from him was, ‘* You are in great distress, but 
the Lord will help yeu through it.’ My father and my hus- 
band have both paid a great deal of money to the priests to- 
wards the distress fund, and my sodbend often said to me, 
* You will never be in want while I am away, for they, will 
give you plenty of relief from this fund.’ Just before my 
confinement, | went toask for some relief, and was introduced 
into a parlour where a number of ladies, who take a part in 
the management of this fund, were sitting; and one of them 
said to me, ‘Well Mrs. G —, so you are in very great 
distress ;? to which I answered, Yes, ladies | am, and hope 
you will be kind enough to grant me some relief. They told 
me I had taken the power out of their-hands, at which I was 
very much surprised, and asked how I had taken the power 
out of their hands. They then said, 1 had sent my children 
to a Sunday School, and by so doing, had entirely taken the 
power to relieve me out of their hands. 1 made answer and 
said, Well ladies if this is the way you mean to serve me and 
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my poor children, after all the money my husband has paid, 
| Ae the Lerd will take the power out of your hands, et I 
will not take my children out of the Sunday School.” 

At another time when talking about her daughter she said, 
‘7 never saw such a girl in my life as she is since her goin 
to the Sunday School, for she is always reading the Bible. 
Directly she comes home she begins reading, and during the 
time of eating her victuals she reads ; and | say to her, Why, 
girl, you will make yourself quite silly by reading se much, to 
which she answers, ‘Ah! mother, | get so much good by 
reading the Bible, that I only wish you could read it too, for 
it would do you a great deal of good, only hear me mother ;? 
she then begins reading to me, and continues a great while 
longer than I can find time to attend to her; and on Sunday 
mornings she is so anxious to be at School, that rather than 
be a moment behind time, she will frequently go without any 
breakfast, and directly she comes home begins reading the 
tickets and religious tracts to me, which are given to her at 
School.” 

Perhaps it might be expected that I should give some fur- 
ther account of this girl from my own knowledge, but as I do 
not approve of extorting from children at such an early pe- 
riod of life, an account of their religious impressions and 
feelings ; 1 prefer leaving them in the hands of the Almighty, 


being assured, that if the work be of the Lord it will appear 
in due time. JASP R. 


Anecdote of a Child. 

I send you this account of usefulness in nearly the same lan- 
guage as it wasrelated to me by the mother of the lad who is 
the subject of this anecdote. ‘‘ When my husband was alive,” 
said the old woman, “ we sent our son to School, but although 
he was sent, he very seldom attended ; his practice in gene- 
ral was to play the truant with bad boys. It was not long 
however after he went to School his father died, which put it 
out of my power to pay for his education any longer, or to 
provide for him at home ; he was therefore obliged to go out 
to earn his bread; and, although the change which he had 
experienced in his circumstances by his father’s death was 
great, yet it had no effect on him whatever, he still remaining 
regardless of the admonition which I gave him. He now 
made it a regular habit of spending his Sabbath day in walk- 
ing about, for I could not get him to attend any place of wor- 
ship. One Sunday morning, as he was going to spend it in 
the usual way, an old play-fellow met him, when my son thus 
addressed him:—‘ Where are you going this morning?” 
“ To School,”’ replied the lad. ‘* What School is open to- 
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day, it is Sunday, and do you go to School?” “ Yes, the 
School which I go to is called a Sunday School.” “ Well, I 
am going to take a walk, come along with me.” ‘ No, 
I cannot go a walking to-day; I must go to School; come 
along with me.” ‘“ No! I shall not go to School,” said my 
son. ‘“ Well, but come this morning.”’ After a great dea! 
of persuasion he consented to go for that morning. ‘To 
School they went, and when they came there, the lad in- 
formed his Teacher who it was he had brought with him, 
and how he was prevailed on to come. The Teacher 
then asked my son some questions, and gave him a Spell- 
ing-book to read in, for he scarce knew how to read at 
all; the task which was set him he learnt, and was re- 
warded for it. School being over, and having made an ap- 
ointment to go with his old play-fellow the next Sunday, 
fe returned home later than usual to dinner. 1 did not 
happen to ask him where he had been that morning, sup- 
posing he had been as usual walking in the fields. The fol- 
lowing Sabbath I asked him how he had spent his Sunday, 
when he told me that he had been to School. ‘“ To School!” 
said I, (knowing that he always so much disliked it) to what 
School and who did you go with?’ when he told me what I 
have now related to you, likewise mentioning, that the 
reason he liked to go to that School was because they treated 
the children so kindly, and that they did not make use of 
the cane like his other master; “‘ and,” said he, * I shall 
always go now, mother.” He continued attending regularly 
till he was grown up, and proved to be a very dutiful son 
and a good scholar. The mother further said she had reason 
to be thankful that ever Sunday Schools were established, for 
their good effects have rendered her now comfortable. She is 
70 years of age, and entirely supported by her son, in a very 
decent and respectable manner. R. 


ACCOUNT OF THOMAS LEACH. 


“ Thomas Leach was remarkable from his infancy 
for obedience to his parents, but had no signs of a divine 
change having taken place on his heart till about six months 
previous to his death. He was brought to the School by his 
parents, July 1, 1810. By his punctual attendance and 
diligence in learning, he gained the love of his Teacher, 
and was presently advanced into the Bible class. For about 
three weeks before his last illness, he was in the habit of ris- 
ing very early, for the purpose of reading the Scriptures and 
‘the exercise of private prayer. in which he took great delight. 
About this time he was invited by a neighbour to drink tea 
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with her children, it beang one of their birthdays. After tea 
it was proposed to sing a song, to which he would not con- 
sent, observing that it was wicked ; for this he was laughed 
at, and called a Methodist, upon which he left them and went 
home. He then told his sister if she did wicked things she 
could not go to heaven; entreating her at the same time to 
read the Scriptures and pray to Jesus Christ to forgive her. 
it being customary for the teachers, aftcr hearing the tasks, to 
assemble their children and spend the remaining time in read- 
ing the Scriptures, and in asking or resolving questions; on one 
occasion the parable of the prodigal was selected for the con- 
versalion, Curing which, the tears were observed to trickle 
down his checks; on inquiry, the following Sabbath, it was 
found that during the week he had been very ill, whereupon 
his tcacher being desirous of knowing morc of the state of his 
mind, took him aside privately ; but being a boy of few words, 
little could be obtained from him ; it was therefore proposed to 
him to write dowa what he felt, which he did, and brought it 
the following Sabbath: In his letter is the following passage : 
“In my illness my thoughts were upon eternity ; about two 
places to go to, heaven or hell. I feel i am a great sinner, 
but! do pray to Jesusto give me a new heart, and make me 
fit for heaven.”? Such was his attachment to the school, that 
whilst able to walk, he regularly attended ; though latterly his 
weakness being so great, he was obliged to leave before the 
conclusion. The last time of his attendance, he was carried 
home. Not being yet confined to his bed, and having a great 
desire to hear the gospel, his father took him to Blackfriar’s 
Church (the heat of Silver street Chapel being more than he 
could bear) ; he was full of pain the whole of the time, yc 
would not be moved till the service was concluded. During 
his confinement, he was grees | visited by his teacher, for 
which he appeared truly thankful. On one of these occa- 
sions, being asked on what subject they should converse, he 
answered, ‘“* Jesus Christ, for his name is precious to me.” 
To the question, Are you not afraid to dic, being a sinner! he 
replied, ** No, for Christ will forgive me.” It was asked how 
he knew that Christ would forgive him? on which he quoted 
Isaiah i. 18. “Come now, let us reason together,” &c. and 
repeated several portions of scripture, such as 6th chapter of 
Jolin’s Gospel, v. 29.—40.: chap. xi. 25. ; chap. xiv. 1, 2, 
3. and from v. to 11. to the end. He was then asked if he 
had a wish to live; he replied, ‘* No, he wished to go to hea- 
ven to be with Christ, and to be like him.” His teacher be- 
inc about to engege in prayer, inquired for what he should 
pray. Tle answered, “ That Jesus would take him to him- 
seli..? He had a great desire to see his school-fellows of the 
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same class, and accordingly some of them went, when he re- 
quested to be left with them alone ; and it is hoped the con- 
versation has been made useful to one of them. It appears he 
was much taken up in the duty of self-examination, from his 
constantly reading Dr. Watts’ Meditations ; and, in order to 
show the state of his mind, we cannot do better than make 
the following extract from that founded on 1 Cor. xvi. 13. 
“ Stand fast, quit you like men,” &c. which by constant read- 
ing he had made his own. “ Am I ready to face the king of 
terrors, and to descend into the dark valley? Thou must 
meet this adversary shortly, O my soul! labour therefore 
daily to get courage and victory over death, by faith ina 
dying and rising Saviour. Happy is that faith that has no 
carnal fear attending it, but is got above the frowns and smiles 
of this world; my soul longs after it, and reaches at it as 
something within its present attainment, through the grace of 
Christ. | long to be armed with this sacred courage, and to 
have my heart fortified all round with these divine munitions. 
I would fain be calm and serene in the midst of buffeting and 
reproaches, and pursue my course steadily towards heaven 
under the banner of faith, through all the arrows of slander 
and malice. Lord Jesus, I wait for thy divine influence to 
bestow this grace, and thy divine teaching to put me in a 
way to obtainit.””, The hymn beginning 
* Am I a soldier of the cross,” &c. 

was also much impressed upon his mind. the last he ever 
learned. 

“ One night, being very ill, and not expecting to live till 
the morning, he requested to see his mother and sister. Ob- 
serving them in tears, he said, “* Don’t cry for me, | am go- 
ing to a better place.”” This overcame his father also, ujon 
which he exclaimed, ‘* What, father, crying, too!” One day 
being asked by his father if he still thought concerning his 
soul, he answered, “I have committed that to Jesus.””°— 
These were his last words. Shortly afterwards it pleased 
God (on the 11th June 1811) to remove him, we trust, to that 
land where the wicked cease from troubling, and where the 
weary are at rest.—Aged ten years. 

[a 
ACCOUNT OF ELIZABETH DAVIS. 

Elizabeth Davis was born on the 12th of April, 1787, and 
was admitted into Golden Lane School on Sunday the 2d of 
April, 1798, being the day on which it was opened, at which 
period she was skent eleven years of age. After continuing 
to attend as a scholar till July 1806, she was proposed as a 
Teacher, and soon after received accordingly. This situation 
she retained as long as she lived, but being of a weak and 
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delicate constitution, she was sometimes incapable of attend- 
ing her class with the accustomed constancy. She, however, 
evidenced an invariable attachment to the school, which has 
been manifested in a variety of instances. 

It may here be observed, that previous to her entering on 
the office of a Teacher the Lord was pleased to show her the 
depravity of her heart and her need of a Saviour. The faith- 
ful and affectionate advice she had received when a scholar, 
had made too deep an impression upon her mind to be forgot- 
ten; and it now received an entire assent of her maturer judg- 
ment. The promises of the gospel, of whose extent and 
richness she had so often heard, were now remembered with 
delight and profit. ‘They were as the dew of Hermon; * as 
the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon 
the grass.” Hence she resolved by the power of the grace of 
God to walk in wisdom’s ways, and to present herself “a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God,” which she perceiv- 
ed was her “ reasonable service,”? and bounden duty. 

The state of her mind at this juncture may be ascertained 
by an extract or two from a diary found among her payers 
alter her decease, in which she had recorded several particu- 
lars relative to her christian experience. 

In a paper dated July 24, 1807, she writes: “ on attending 
a prayer meeting yesterday, the Lord was present, indeed, 
and of truth ;°’ may that evening never be forgotten; but this 
morning | felt myself burdened and heavy laden. Oh! may 
I not rest here.” 

She appears on this occasion to be much in earnest with 
God jor the manifestation of his grace and mercy ; and was 
induced to “cry mightily unto tia that is able to save.” 
She knew that the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence,” 
and that it was necessary to “ strive to enter in at the strait 
gate.” The following day she observes, * to day I feel re- 
solved, if I perish, it shall be at bis feet crying for mercy ; but 
glory be to God, none ever perished there ; 


I the chief of sinners am, 
But Jesus died for me. 


May I now feel his blood applied, and live and die forgiven.” 
This fervour of spirit seems to have prevailed for some time 

with hittle abatement. On the 30th of July she writes with 
much animation, ‘God is not far off. but] want a stronger 
faith to cast myself u;on him. O Jesus 

“Stretch my faith’s capacity, 

** Wider, and yet wider still ; 

“ Then with all that is in Thee 

** My soul for evex fill.” 
‘* As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my 


soul after Thee, O God, Oh! when shall I come and appear 
before God.” 
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January 18, 1808. This evening in waiting upon the 
Lord, | found him mighty to save. oO! may he “deepen the 
work of grace in my soul, and rule and reign the Lord ot 
every motion. 

* Then shall my heart from earth be free ; 
* When it hath found repose in Thee.” 

It seems probable that at some former period she had walk- 
ed in the light of God’s countenance, * 1 had enjoyed his 
favour; but that unbelieving fears had again obtained the 
asceade ney, she asks in a paper dated July 25, 


How shall a lost sinner in pain 
Recover her forieited peace ; 
When brought into bondage again, 
What hope of a second release 
Without God I know I cannot be happy, but he will again 
visit me, yes, he will, Oh! may it be this hour.” 

* As her health continued to decline apace, (a circumstance 
of which she was well aware) she was led to reflect most se- 
riously upon her latter end. ‘“ It has pleased God,” says 
she, “ in mercy to lay his afflicting hand upon me: I find that 
he is weaning me from all cre ated good ; unto whom shall | 
go but unto Thee, for thou hast the words of eternal life.” 
This appears to close her thoughts committed to writing, and 
is dated July 30th. 

A short time after the above period, her disorder, which 
was of a consumptive nature became so alarming as to confine 
her at home: she was now sensible that it would terminate 
fatally ; that God would “ bring her to death, to the house 
appointed for all living.”” On being visited by a friend, she 
took occasion to notice the inst: ibility of all human things. and 
expressed the ardent desire of her soul in the following lines ; 


Worldly good I do not want, 
Be that to others giv’n; 

Nothing beside my God I want, 
Nothing in earth or heav’n. 

A little while after, conversing with an intimate friend, she 
requested her: “ pray that | may have the full assurance of 
faith.” 

A few days before her death, a Teacher who called to see 
her observes, “ I found her near the verge of eternity ; she 
told me that her hope was steadfast ; ; and that she felt great 
resignation to the will of God.’ 

When visited by some of ~ children belonging to the 
School, she manifested much solicitude for their spiritual wel- 
fare ; particularly warning them to refrain from reading such 
books as were of an immoral tendency, or were unlike ‘ly to 
profit their minds. ‘‘ You must not only,”’ said she, “ reject 
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those books which will injure you, but read none except those 
which are likely to do you good.” This was her dying 
charge, the last effort she made to be useful, for her ability 
ceased! It is scarcely necessary to add that the children 
were much affected. 

On the evening of the day preceding her death, her suffer- 
ings were considerable; “ she was, however, able in pa- 
tience to possess her soul,’”? and experienced much divine 
support. At two o’clock the following morning, December 
7, 1808, her mother perceived that her dissolution was near, 
and immediately went to the bed-ide; ‘ mother,” said she, 
“ | am dying ; it is hard work, but 

Labour is rest and pain is sweet, 
When Thou, my God, art here.” 

Her mother asked her “ my dear, are you happy ?” “ Yes,” 
she replied, “ fam happy :” “ shall I tell your friends that you 
die happy ?”? *“* Oh! yes,” she again repeated with much em- 
phasis, and in a few minutes her spirit took its flight, we trust 
to the regions of eternal day. 

— 


Account of the visit of a gentleman to a poor afflicted woman. 


As he approached the room, he overheard a child engaged 
in prayer: ** O God, pity me a poor child, and pity my dying 
mother. Lord, | bless thee I was ever sent to a Sunday 
School. There it was I read my Bible, and there it was I 
learned ‘ when my father and mother forsake me the Lord 
will take me up’ This comforts me now, my poor mother is 
going to leave me. May it comfort me and her. May I go 
to heaven: bless me, a poor child, and my dear mother.” 
The visitor informed the poor woman he had been listening 
to the prayer of the child. ‘ O Sir,” said she, ** he is a dear 
child—I! thank God he ever went to a Sunday School ; I have 
heard by him of Christ Jesus the Saviour. 1 do put my trust 
in him ; | hope he will save; I hope he has saved me. My 
dear child has been the means of saving my soul.” 


—_— — — 


Extract from the Report of the Edinburgh Gratis Sabbath 
School Society. 


“There was one boy,” says the teacher of one of these 
Schools, ‘* who, I have every reason to believe. died in the 
Lord. He was twelve years old, and had lately been bound 
apprentice to a shoemaker. He had not been long at the 
School, but he had shown himself to be a sedate, serious, 
thinking boy. One evening, after the usual exercises were 
over, his sister came to me and told me that he was unwell, 
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but that he had desired her to request a hymn-book, as he 
said, that although he was ill, he could sit up in bed and 
learn hymns. Unfortunately | had not at the time a hymn- 
book to send to this dear youth, and when his sister returned 
without it, he wept bitterly. Not apprehending that his dis- 
ease was of a dangerous nature, 1 did not make any inquiry 
after him during the week ; but, alas! next Sabbath evenin 

his place was empty, and I was told that he had died the day 
before. 1 took the first opportunity of calling on his master, 
who seemed to be a man of great good sense, and was making 
inquiries about him, when he interrupted me, saying, with a 
degree of feeling that proved his words to be the languoge of 
the heart, ‘ Ah! Sir, he was a superior youth! I seldom knew 
a boy like him, so attentive to his business, so exemplary in 
his whole conduct. I might go through a thousand boys be- 
fore | could find such an apprentice.’ He likewise told me 
that he had been an excellent reader, and that every leisure 
moment which he had was devoted to his bouk. In the even- 
ings, and on the Sabbath, he used to read to his master and 
the whole family, who all said that it was a pleasure to hear 
him. To his mother he was most kind and aff ctionate. Up- 
on one occasion, when she was under the pressure of severe 
affliction, observing her in tears, he inquired why she wept,— 
she told him—he replied, that he might yet have it in his 
power to make her as happy and comfortable as ever she had 
been, and that she should not weep, as it grieved him to the 
heart to see her do so; and he added, * You should not 
doubt the promises of God: He will bestow on you those 
things which are necessary.” When first taken ill, his mother 
asked him where he would wish to go if he died; his reply 
was, ‘to heaven.’ She asked him again how he could get 
there ; he answered, ‘ Only. through Jesus Christ.’ The dis- 
temper of which he died was violent from its commencement, 
so that he was sometimes insensible. Not only, however, 
did he suffer with patience, but he also employed himself 
much in speaking earnestly to his sister, and in giving her 
much good advice. Some passages of the New Testament 
were, at his own request, occasionally read to him. Indeed 
his Bible and his Cotechism had become his only comfort : 
his mind seemed calm and happy; and his whole conduct 
might be viewed as in some measure a suitable preparation 
for the heavenly state. At last, after an illness of eight days, 
he left for ever the regions of mortality, and, | doubt not. 
joined the chosen family of little children before the throne 
of God.” 
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Letter from Rev. Robert May. 


LETTER FROM REV. ROBERT MAY. 

fIt will be recollected that Mr. May was the first person 
who established Sunday Schools upon the present plan in this 
country ; and that he went from Philadelphia to India where 
his labours among the Hindoo children were greatly blessed. 
He now rests from his labours and his works follow him. We 
shall give some account of his life and death in a future num- 
ber, ond insert other Letters. The following was first pub- 
lished in the Religious Remembrancer. ] 


I. To the young converts gathered into the fold of Jesus from 
the Sunday Schools in Philadelphia. 
Chinsurah, May 1, 1818. 

“Dearly beloved, my joy and my crown, "I have no 
greater joy than to hear that my children walk in the truth : 
what abundant encouragement have I received to labour more 
earnestly and frequently among the young, since God has 
given me so many very precious and immortal souls for my 
hire. Happy am I indeed that God caused the stormy wind 
to blow and drive me back to your city. What hath God 
wrought! When I hear of five thousand children instructed 
in Sunday Schools, 1 am constrained to say that this is the 
Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. Go on, my 
dear young friends in that narrow way which leadeth unto 
life éternal, which will lead you to his right hand, where 
there is fulness of joy and pleasures for evermore. Look 
to the strong for strength, and be not cast down or discou- 
raged because of the. way, or the difficulties and trials you 
may meet with init. “ Fear not little flock, it is your Fa- 
ther’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” ‘“* Greater 
is he that is for you than he that is against you.” ‘ He 
that spared not his own Son but delivered him up for us all, 
how shall he not with him also freely give us all things.” 
“ Who shall separate you from the love of Christ ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or naked- 
ness, or peril, or sword? Nay, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him that loved us.”” How 
great was the love of Christ! So great, as to lay down his 
life for our sakes. Love him in return. ‘ He who was 
rich, for your sakes became poor, that you through his po- 
verty might be made rich.”—Rich in faith, rich in grace, 
rich in good works, heirs to an inheritance that is incor- 
ruptible and unde filed and. which cannot fade away—heirs 
to a kingdom which can never be moved, and a crown of 
glory which shall adorn your heads for ever. 

Be much in prayer to God for yourselves, your parents, 
your brothers and sisters, your teachers, ministers, and 
countrymen. Pray for the American Indian children, the 
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Atrican children, the Hindoo children; pray for all. Read | 
daily that sacred word of God which is able to make the 7 
poorest rich, the wisest wiser, the good better. Let it be a 
known to all, that you are the disciples of Jesus. Be not Zz 
ashamed to own your Lord here on earth, and then you 4 
may be sure that you shall have confidence, and not be 
ashamed betore him at his coming. He will not be asham- | , 


ed of you at the last day, before men, angels and devils. 
Follow the example of him who went about doing good. 
imitate those women who ministered to the wants of Christ. ' 
Rejoice that you have chosen that good part, which can- 
not be taken aw ay from you. © that you may set k fora 
closer walk with God: . Ss closer union to ¢ ‘br Sst; a more 
fervent zeal for the glory of God and the salvation of these 
around you. Surely you are not so selfist: as to keep all 
the joys you feel, and all the pleasures you enjvy to your- 
selves. No, but others cannot enter into your feelings ; 
they cannot appreciate your blessings; they cannot see as 
you do. No, you have meat to eat, which the world knows 
nothing of ; anda stranger cannot intermeddle with your joy. 
None but those who are born again. know what it is to hate 
sin, and love holiness—what it is to feel Christ precious to 
the soul. None but those who love the Saviour, can think 
that he is the ose altogether lovely ; that he is the chict 
among ten thousand; that he is one that loveth at all 


times; yea, an unc hange able and almighty Friend ; one ' 
that sticketh closer than a brother; one able and mig lity ; 
to save; one that will not break the bruised reed, nor 
quench ‘the smoking flax; a merciful and faithful high i 
priest, our Advocate with the Father, even Jesus Christ 
the righteous. Nay more, he is the Lord our righteous- 
ness. QO that you may all be able to say, when walking », 
through the valley of the shadow of death, 4 
“ A guilty, weak and helpless worm, & ' 
On thy kind arms I fall ; 
Be thou my strength and righteousness, 


My Jesus and my all.’ 


fam very happy to hear that you are, some of you at 
least, trying to make yourselves useful, by becoming teach- 
ers in the various Sunday Schools. You were Sunday 
Scholars once, and now you are repaying the debt you owe 
to your teachers, by becoming teachers yourselves. Be 
careful and attentive ; be tender and affectionate ; forbear, 
forget and forgive. Be patient and persevering. Cherish 
a sincere love to the sols of those committed to your 
charge. If you have a fervent and earnest desire to save 
their souls, you will put up with many inconveniences, 
rather than they shall be neglected. You will think it a 
duty which you owe to God and to your children, to sacri- 
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fice self-interest and domestic comfort to their present and 
eternal good. 

Be very attentive to the word preached ; treasure up a 
large store of knowledge in your own minds, that you may 
be a!ile to teach others also. ‘ Give attendance to read- 
ing, to exhortation, to doctrine.” Visit your children as 
ofien as you can, especially when absent, or confined at 
home by sickness. Talk with them by the way. Keepa 
list of their names, and pray for them every day, according 
to their circumstances, wants and capacities. 

Encourage, exhort and counsel each other. Take secret 
counsel together, and walk to the house of God in compa- 
ny. Be much in prayer to God for his blessing. The 
thunders are rolling over my head, the lightnings flash in 
my face, the rain pours down from the clouds, the wind 
blows around my house, while | am writing this letter. It 
now wants five minutes to twelve o’clock at night. This 
is the first of May. 1! must once more go and pray for you, 
my dear children. Believe me your affectionate friend, 

ROBERT MAY. 


—Beo oe 


Mr. Sayre. 


Sir,—Will some of your Correspondents have the good- 
ness to answer the following inquiries— 


f 1. Ought children to read the Bible in course in Sabbath 
Schools ? 

2. As the state of society in this country is in some re- 
spects diflerent from what it is in England; in what respects 
ought our system of instruction to differ from theirs ? 

3. Ought the poor to be addressed as such ? 


a 
HYMN. 
O For a heart to praise my God, 
A heart from sin set free! 


A heart that always feels thy blood, 
So freely spilt for me! 


A heart resign’d. submissive, meek , 
My great Redeemer’s throne : 

Where only Christ is heard to speak, 
Where Jesus reigns alone. 


O for a lowly contrite heart, 
Believing, true, and clean ! 

Which neither life nor death can pari 
From him that dwells within. 


A heart in ev’ry thought renew’d, 
And full of love divine ; 

Perfect, and right, and pure, and good, 
4 copy, Lord, of thine ' 
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